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991 CoNGREss S s REPORT
2d Session SENATE , { 99—14¢6

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE APPROPRIATION BILL, 1987

SEPTEMBER 17 (legisiative day, SEPTEMBER L15). 1986.~rdered to oe printed

MTr. STEVENS, from the Committee on Appropriations.
submirted the following '

REPORT
(To accompany S. 2827]
The Commiuee on Approprianons reports the bill (S, 2827) making

appropnations for the Deparmment or Detense for the fiscal year enaing
September 30, 1987. and for other purposes. and submuts e following
explanadon of its recommendanons, [nformauon s herewith presented

refative (o changes made:

COMMITTEE ADJUSTMENTS

[ndustnal Preparedness Program [IPP] assembiers for the Meais-Ready-
To-Eat [MRE] Program. the Ammy encouraged businesses to bid on
MRE contracts, [PP assembiers are those who have the capability 0 as-
sembie cases of MRE's rapidly during wartime. There are currendy four
such [PP assembiers. Qver the past 3 years, (wo smail businesses have
been broughr inwo the MRE Program. After having brought the first
smail business into the MRE Program. a year later another smail busi-
ness was allowed. in. After only one contract; the Defense Deparmment
has decided . to reduce the number of assemblers from four o three.
This wiil have the effect of forcing one of the two small businesses out
of the program with. a large loss: of jobs and skills. The Commirtee
directs the: Departnent of Defense: wo award contracts for MRE VI w0
those industrial prepared assemblers currendy in the program.
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MAKING CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS
FOR. FISCAL. YEAR 1987

CONFERENCE REPORT
TO ACCOMPANY

H.J. RES. 738

SMALL BUSINESS MRE PROGRAM

The Senate bill directed the Devartment of Derense :0 awara
contracts tor the Meals-Ready-To-Eat 1 MRE) program to those in-
dustrial prepared assembiers currently in the program and to not
reduce the number of assemblers from four to chree. The House did
not address this issue. The Conterees beiieve that it is in the na-
tional interest to maximize the number of smail business suppliers.
The Department shall consider the impact on the existing MRE in-
dustrial prepared assemblers in its determination of future MRE
acqusition plans.

Ocroser 15, 1986.—Ordered to be printed

Znclosure 2



